EOD honored for service in Iraq

by Rachel Newton


After a six-month deployment in Iraq, 19 Soldiers with the 752nd Explosive Ordnance Company were honored with a heroes’ welcome at a formal ceremony Aug. 12. The unit left Pine Bluff Arsenal (PBA) Feb. 19 and began arriving back to the installation Aug. 9.


As each wave of Soldiers approached PBA during the week, they were greeted by flags, yellow ribbons, waves, hugs, tears, smiles and signs welcoming their safe return.


Col. Tom Woloszyn, arsenal commander, greeted the returning Soldiers at the start of the ceremony, which was held in the Recreation Services gym, with this message: “Welcome home, mission accomplished, job well done.”

He reminded everyone that we are still a nation at war. “Warriors are still deployed and they still need our support and continued prayers,” he said, noting that seven Arsenal employees are currently deployed with the 39th Infantry Brigade in Iraq.

Woloszyn thanked the 752nd Soldiers for their service to their country. “Our prayers have indeed been answered,” he said. “Thank you for your dedication and selfless service.”


Capt. Donavan Hine, the 752nd unit commander, thanked everyone gathered for welcoming the Company home. “It is great to be back,” he said.


Hine said that the unit received 10 Bronze Stars, 14 Army commendation medals (four for valor), three letter of commendation and two Purple Hearts.


The Purple Hearts were awarded to Staff Sgt. James Burns and Spc. Michael Yandell, who were exposed to an improvised explosive devise (IED) that contained sarin nerve agent.


“PBA and the surrounding community have given us a first-class welcome,” said Hine. “They’ve given us support in every way imaginable. The American way of life is one of a kind. Coming home to a good welcome is good motivation for fighting and winning this war on terrorism.”

Hine said that this is a fitting welcome because these Soldiers are heroes. “The U.S. and Iraqi lives saved by these Soldiers cannot be properly counted, but they probably number in the hundreds if not thousands.”


The Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Soldier’s deployment is shorter than most because of the nature of the job. According to Hine, the unit conducted nearly 1,600 EOD missions; including rendering safe more than 300 IEDs.

“Anything that’s a hazard, we eliminate,” he said. “No two incidents are the same. We try to do it as quickly and safely as possible.”


The Company was also responsible for disarming explosives places by insurgents and any other perils that came along. For instance, the unit often had to clear roadways that were blocked by IEDs.


Hine said that for the most part the Iraqi were cooperative and respective to the troops. “For the most part, we were given the thumbs up,” he said.

Members of the unit were also given a welcome home packet coordinated by Morale, Welfare and Recreation - a total of $6,721 in good and services, meals, gift certificates and cash donated by 26 businesses and individuals. (Note: A list of all the sponsors is located on page XX).


Karen Woloszyn, the commander’s wife and leader of the arsenal’s Family Readiness Group, acknowledged the EOD wives with the poem, “The Silent Ranks.”

“You’re all my heroes,” she told them.


A singing tribute by the “Majority Singers” was also presented. A reception honoring the Soldiers was held following the ceremony.
