Color-coded signs aid CSEPP emergency response effort

by Carole Newton

Pine Bluff Chemical Activity

A number of color-coded emergency evacuation signs have recently been placed along several Pine Bluff Arsenal (PBA) roads.  The signs are part of a Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program (CSEPP) effort to improve emergency response capabilities of on-post personnel, whether one is a responder or an evacuee.

The importance of the routes and evacuation gates will play a major role in an Oct. 6 drill that will include an evacuation of non-essential, on-post personnel, as well as arsenal residents.  Pine Bluff Chemical Activity (PBCA), in coordination with PBA and its tenants, contractors and residents, has scheduled the arsenal-wide evacuation in conjunction with a Chemical Accident or Incident Response Assistance (CAIRA) exercise.  

Each major population area on PBA (depot, garrison and manufacturing) has signs with one or more colors (orange, green, blue and/or red) markings, as depicted on the map.  Those evacuating off post will use one of three gates:  the new gate installed at the National Center for Toxological Research (NCTR) for the orange route (north), the Plainview Gate (west) for the blue route and Warbritton Gate (south) for the green or red routes. Dexter Gate and Stark Gate will not be used.  
In addition, some evacuation routes merge and require multi-colored sign markings.  Once evacuees exit the installation, they will be directed by local law enforcement to designated reception centers. 

For specific directions, use the map to determine a specific evacuation route for the following areas:

· DEPOT AREA -- When using the orange route, take Webster Road east to Wintergreen Road, Wintergreen Road to Wellhouse Road, Wellhouse Road west to NCTR boundary road, NCTR boundary road north to the emergency gate, through the emergency gate and off the arsenal to NCTR, through NCTR to the POV (privately-owned vehicle) parking area, POV parking area to NCTR north entrance, NCTR north entrance road to the intersection of State Highway 365 and Jefferson.  Also in the depot area, when using the green route, take Webster Road to Doolittle Road, Doolittle Road to McCoy Road, McCoy Road to Hoadley Road, Hoadley Road (through the production area gate #7) to Stokes Road south to the manufacturing area 3, Section 1, exit manufacturing area through the emergency gate to Williams Road; Williams Road south through Warbritton Gate to U.S. Highway 79.   Personnel in the south end of the depot area which includes all administrative work areas (Bldgs. 60-020, 63-410, 63-100, 63-110, 63-120, 60-060, etc) will use the blue route.

· PINE BLUFF CHEMICAL AGENT DISPOSAL FACILITY -- If evacuating north, use the orange route through the NCTR emergency gate, if evacuating south use the orange route to the green route.
· WAREHOUSE AREA ON OR ADJACENT TO ROEMER ROAD – Use the orange route through the NCTR emergency gate if evacuating north, or, if evacuating south, use the orange route to the green route.
· GARRISON AREA -- If evacuating on the blue route, drive south on Sibert Road to Hoadley Road, then west to Plainview Gate.  If evacuating on the red route, use Sibert Road south to Williams Road and Williams Road south to Warbritton Gate.  The northeast portion will evacuate north on the green route to the orange route, or south on the green route (based on wind direction).The southwest portion of the garrison area, which includes PBA administration area, (Capehart housing, Lull Drive housing, officers housing, NCO Capehart housing, Fleming Drive, enlisted men’s quarters and the hospital complex) will use the blue route.

· MANUFACTURING AREA -- If evacuating on the green route, drive on Stokes Road south to manufacturing area 3, section 1, exit the manufacturing area through the emergency gate to Williams Road.  Take Williams Road and proceed through Warbritton Gate.  Adjacent to the manufacturing area, personnel at PBA Engineering and Technology and all other areas connected to Sibert Road will use the red route to the south.

· DIRECTORATE OF PUBLIC WORKS (ADMINISTRATION AND SHOP AREAS) -- Use the blue route, evacuating through Plainview Gate.

· CENTRAL INCINERATOR COMPLEX -- Use the green or blue route south.  Arsenal security will provide direction.


For information on obtaining additional evacuation route maps,  call Carole Newton, CSEPP Public Affairs, at 540-2406. 

